My reaction to the idea of a cashless society.


No cash: notes and coins will vanish and leave an empty space in our lives. But soon other forms of money will take place and completely change our habits. Electronic money is at the door, waiting for people to open their mind and to accept the fact that money will no longer be felt between their hands, or moved from a wallet to another. The credit card and other smart card (like Proton in Belgium) are going to make people's life different but easier. Imagine yourself at home, you're watching a good movie and all of a sudden you're hungry. But you didn't have time yesterday to go shopping. Well, just log on to the web, order a pizza and pay with your credit card: in about 10 minutes you'll be eating.


There are even more possibilities than just payments with our future smart cards. For exemple, we could also record our weight, our tastes, our size, how old we are, our sex, and the card alone could be our ID card, it could sign an electronic document for us, and it could even be our doctor or dietetician !

Of course, there are a few risks too if we abandon usual paper money. First, we could lose our privacy: since electronic money is… electronic ! It means that someone could virtually follow us through our payments and transactions, simply with his personnal computer, which is pretty scary. With a little imagination it could even be a good plot for a sequel to George Orwell's 1984 book… Another problem is that people would probably loose their marks: they wouldn't realize at first how much their card worth, and how would a kid understand that even if he's still have the card in his hand it might be possible that he doesn't have money…

But all those pros and cons don't really mean anything: in a few years people will probably be used to pay with electronic devices and won't even think about it.

